Lions Clubs Tsunami Relief

Monday, December 25, 2006
  http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=resources&id=4880427 
Two years ago on December 26, a devastating tsunami hit the Asian coast. Immediately following the tragedy, relief agencies from around the world rushed to help. The Oak Brook based, Lions Club International Foundation quickly sprang into action to provide immediate aid to survivors. Supported in part by LCIF grants, Lions in South Asia spent more than $1 million on relief. Lions provided hundreds of thousands of people with food, water and medicine. Lions also quickly began working with government officials on planning for long-term reconstruction. 

Now, LCIF has one of the only recovery efforts still on the ground in South Asia two years after the disaster. LCIF raised $15 million and soon will allocate the last $2 million in relief funds. Their rebuilding efforts included the construction of almost 1000 homes in the Tsunami-ravaged countries of Indonesia, Thailand and Sri Lanka. LCIF. Here's a look at what the Lions have done. Lions Club International Foundation mobilized nearly $15 million for tsunami victims in South Asia. The funds are enabling Lions to build homes, schools and orphanages in Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Thailand and India. Lions worldwide donated nearly $12 million to LCIF for tsunami relief. LCIF committed an additional $2.5 million from its reserves as well as $470,000 in aid it disbursed within weeks of the tragedy. Lions and LCIF are building new homes for tsunami victims on a regular basis. LCIF partnered with Lions from Indonesia (District 307-A), Australia, Malaysia, Netherlands and Sweden to build 245 homes for tsunami survivors in Teupin Kuyuen in Aceh Province, Indonesia. In nearby Lancok, local Lions and LCIF built 300 homes. LCIF has approved another 250 homes for a third Lions' village in Indonesia. The Lions' homes cost $867. They are modest in size (11 feet by 23 feet) but a marked improvement over what the villagers had before. "As simple as these homes are, they bring back the self-esteem of the people," said a Indonesian Lion involved in the rebuilding effort. Upcoming projects in Indonesia include economic revival activities in those villages and housing for tsunami victims in Banda Aceh, the capital. In Sri Lanka, the Lions plan to build 318 homes at five locations, the first home building project of many for Sri Lankan Lions In Thailand, Lions are building 195 homes at two Lions villages on two separate islands. The first village on Lanta Island was scheduled to be completed in December. In India, Lions in Multiple District 324 are moving forward on a $1.25 million plan to build homes, community rehabilitation centers, potable water facilities, primary health centers, schools and an orphanage. The majority of resources will be directed toward the Lions districts on the East coast from Chennai to Nagapatinam that were most affected by the tsunami. In addition to donating funds to LCIF for tsunami relief, Lions in many nations directly helped Lions in South Asia aid tsunami victims. Lions in Australia assisted an orphanage. Besides independently funding homes and partnering with LCIF on other homes in Indonesia, Lions in the Netherlands may build a hospital in Nias. Eight Lions clubs in District 105SE in England partnered with a Lions club in Sri Lanka to purchase six 18-foot fishing boats, and Retford Lions in 105E raised about $40,000 to build a six-classroom school for a village in Indonesia. Discovering that the tsunami destroyed homes built in the 1980s in Sri Lanka by Norwegian Lions, Lions from District 104 in Norway are rebuilding 50 homes in Singha Deeweregama 

An LCIF-funded eyeglass mission to South Asia has shown the kind of results Lions can quickly achieve. Many South Asians lost their eyeglasses when the tsunami destroyed their homes, and few can afford a new pair. Past International Director Bill Iannaccone led a 12-member eyeglass team to Sri Lanka in February 2005. They dispensed 1,800 pairs of glasses. More importantly, they brought along 60,000 pairs of eyeglasses and taught 125 Sri Lankan Lions how to use two donated lensometers and run an eyeglass recycling operation. 

Lions throughout the world made major donations for tsunami relief and recovery. Lions of Australia donated $1.3 million to LCIF. Lions of Belgium donated $427,000. Lions of MD 105 (British Isles and Ireland) contributed $772,000. Lions of Canada donated $477,000. Lions of China donated $64,000. The Lions of Finland donated $172,000. The Lions of France donated $203,000. Lions of Hong Kong, China, donated $144,000. Lions of Iceland donated $68,000. Lions of India donated $114,000. Lions of Italy donated US$647,000. Lions of Japan donated $1.2 million. Lions of New Zealand donated $96,000. Lions of Norway donated $150,000. Lions of South Africa donated $50,000. Lions of South Korea contributed $398,000. The Lions of Spain donated $77,000. Lions of Sweden contributed $1.3 million. Lions of MD 300 Taiwan donated $749,000. Lions of Turkey donated $51,000. Lions in the United States contributed $2.8 million. 

Visit the special tsunami Web site for the latest information on Lions and tsunami reconstruction 

For more information, visit http://www.lions-tsunami.org/ 

To donate to LCIF for Tsunami relief, visit http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/lions_lcif_donate.shtml OR CALL 630.571-5466, ext. 561 

About Russell Sarver 

Russell Sarver of Durand, Illinois, was elected to serve a two-year term as a director of The International Association of Lions Clubs at the association's 89th International Convention, held in Boston, Massachusetts, June 30-July 4, 2006. 

A charter member of the Durand Lions Club since 1973, Director Sarver has held many offices within the association, including club president, region chair, zone chair, lieutenant governor, council chair and district governor. Additionally, he has served as district vision screening coordinator, treasurer, governor-trustee, vice president and president of the Lions of Illinois Foundation, as well as the vice chair and chair of the Budget and Finance Committee for the Lions of Illinois Foundation. 

In recognition of his service to the association he has received numerous awards, including two 100% Club President's Awards, 100% District Governor Award, two International President's Awards, three International President's Certificates of Appreciation and the International President's Leadership Award. Director Sarver is a charter member of the Lions of Illinois Foundation Fellowship and a Life Member in Lions Clubs International. He holds the Grand Master Key Award for sponsoring more than 67 new Lions and has 33 years of perfect attendance. He is also a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow. 

In addition to his Lions activities, Director Sarver is active in numerous professional and community organizations, including serving as co-chair of the Residential Crusade of the American Cancer Society in Rockford, Illinois. In the Boy Scouts of America, he is an Eagle Scout with two palms and is a Life Member of the National Eagle Scout Association. 

Director Sarver has retired following 45 years in banking. He and his wife, Sue, also a member of the Durand Lions Club and a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow, have two children and two grandchildren. 
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